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The Graduate Writing Center
One-to-one consultations online and in-person for all writing at any stage
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ideas

To schedule a consultation 

➔ visit the GWC’s website: gwc.psu.edu 

➔ go directly to the online schedule: https://secure.gradsch.psu.edu/wccal/studentview.cfm 
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Drafts 
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Workshop Goals
● Understanding the role of 

introductions within the review 

process

● Identifying the components of an 

introduction

● Strengthening the appeal of your 

introduction



Today’s Agenda

1. News value icebreaker

2. 50% closer to an acceptance

3. Practicing your pitch

4. 5 parts of an intro

5. Review examples 

6. 4 different structures

7. Peer Review

8. 5 minutes of writing



What is the news value?



It is not about you, 
it is about THE 
FIELD. It is not 
your paper, but 
our paper. Your 
paper is a means 
to an end.



How-to join the conversation
1) Find an opening  
2) Fill it

Example: Beginning, in the last decade, people have started 

to look at X (archives), but what hasn’t occurred to them is 

Y ppl have started to look at XXX, but what hasn’t occurred 

to them is X (how archives were meant to circulate). 



Make an irresistible case. 
Your case cannot just be plausible. Imagine a skeptical 
reader, and go to the next level. Anticipate objections. You 
do not need to be original, but you do need to be useful. 
Teach your readers something new. Provide the “ah-ha!”



What is YOUR news value?
Any objections? 

What isn’t plausible?

What could be more convincing? 



Remembering your Venue
● How are they attempting to be progressive? 

● Where is your journal in the spectrum? 

● What is the price of membership?



The Introduction: 
in five parts

Create Interest

Establish a Problem

Argue the Main Point 

Explain the Methodology

Define Key Terms



Read & Review

1. Read the provided examples 

2. Determine if each includes all 5 

components: 

a. create interest

b. establish a problem 

c. argue the main point

d. explain the methodology

e. define any terms 

3. Locate where to find each

on your own



How do they create interest?



4 Strategies 
Arresting Anecdote

Describe your Subject Fill a Research Gap

Resolve a Debate

2 Create Interest



Write for 5
1. Try out one of these methods 

2. Rewrite the first paragraph of 

your introduction using this new 

method

3. Keep writing for 5 minutes on your own



Peer Review

1. Read your peer’s introduction 

2. Locate each of the 5 components 

Note: If they are not all there, mark where 

they can include what’s missing and why 

they need to. 

3. Explain how they do or do not 

create interest

4. Suggest an alternate way they 

can create interest

Break into pairs



Revise your introduction. 
Share it with your peers.
Show your advisor. 
As you write and revise, 
you will continue to 
develop and discover your 
“news value.”



Thank you for 
attending! 

Make an appointment to visit us at
The Graduate Writing Center
111H Kern Building
gwc.psu.edu 
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